ASC 137.07

Freshman Seminar, Autumn 2010
Professor Michelle Herman
2 credit hours

Fridays, 11:30 AM -1:18 PM

Denney 368

Office hours: Tuesdays & Thursdays, 11:30-12:30; Fridays, 1:30-2:30 (165 DE)

Why Do Fools Fall In Love?

Portrayals of Romantic Love in Literature, Theater, Film (and more!)
This seminar means to introduce you to thinking about the way romance—and in particular love at first sight, star-crossed love, and love between apparently unlikely lovers—has been portrayed in literature and other art forms, and how these portrayals inform your own understanding and experience of romantic love.  From “Romeo and Juliet” (and its singing/dancing and otherwise updated version, “West Side Story”) to the contemporary novel, from fairy tales to comic books, from American romantic comedy to Japanese television drama (“Hana Yori Dango,” anyone?), we’ll look at love, and look at the way we look at love.  And we will, of course, write about love, and human beings have been doing since it first occurred to them to write about anything at all.

Reading and viewing assignments (the latter through OSU’s streaming video library reserve) will be given weekly; class time will be spent in discussion of the texts and exploration of their implications.  Students will be expected to keep a journal of observations and ideas about the texts; they will also be writing two or three short papers, and revising one of them as a final.

Sample topical outline (the list of texts has not been finalized, so please consider this an example of what we will be doing, not a contract):

Week 1  Introduction; in-class writing.  Assignment: read Romeo and Juliet.

Week 2  Romeo and Juliet discussion begins.  Assignment: watch West Side Story online.

Week 3  Romeo and Juliet continued; West Side Story (libretto and film) discussion. Assignment: watch Carousel online.

Week 4 Journals turned in; conferences this week. Discussion of West Side Story continues; discussion of Carousel. Assignment: read DC romance comics from the 1960s and a number of fairy tales TBA.  Writing assigned for next week.

Week 5 First writing assignment due, journals returned. Discussion of DC romance comics and fairy tales.  Assignment: one short contemporary novel TBA or a set of short stories.

Week 6  Discussion of contemporary fiction as assigned.  Assignment: further reading in contemporary fiction (short stories?), and one romantic comedy film TBA

Week 7   Discussion of fiction continued, and film.  Assignment: reading popular song lyrics; one more film.  Writing assigned for next week.

Week 8   Discussion of popular song lyrics and film.  Second writing assignment due today.  Assignment: viewing Hana Yori Dango, the popular contemporary Japanese television drama (screened with subtitles).

Week 9  Discussion of Hana Yori Dango and continued discussion from last week. Writing assignment returned.

Week 10  wrap-up discussion; conferences this week; in-class work on writing toward revision.

Final: revision of one of the writing assignments
Your presence at every session is expected.  If you cannot attend, I expect you to let me know by e-mail or phone, and to have an excellent reason for your absence (i.e., dire illness, not a sudden pressing need to take a three-day weekend).

In addition to your physical presence, you will be expected to be an active participant in the class; thus you will be expected to do all the reading and viewing assignments and come to class prepared to talk about what you’ve read and watched.

Grading (the class will be letter-graded)

Participation: 50% (contributions to discussion, preparedness, attendance)
Written work: 50% (journal: 10%; each writing assignment: 10%; final revision: 20%)
You should be aware that the Office for Disability Services, located in 150 Pomerene Hall, offers services for students with documented disabilities.  Contact the ODS at 292-3307.

Plagiarism will not be tolerated. Every sentence of your written work must be your own.
Attach a brief biographical paragraph that includes the current research interests, teaching awards and honors, and undergraduate courses taught by the participating instructor(s). The paragraph will be included in materials for first-year students. 
Michelle Herman, Professor of English, teaches creative writing, literature, and literary publishing (and occasionally musical theater and song) and is a former director of the Creative Writing Program at OSU.  She has been the recipient of both the University Alumni Distinguished Teaching Award and the Rodica Botoman Award for Distinguished Undergraduate Teaching and Mentoring.  Her books include the novel Dog, the collection of short fiction A New and Glorious Life, and The Middle of Everything: Memoirs of Motherhood; her short fiction and personal essays have appeared in a wide variety of journals, from American Scholar and The Southern Review to O, the Oprah Magazine and Redbook.  She has just finished a new collection of essays on subjects that range from the meaning of dreams to the reason we sing, and she has been interested in romantic love—reading about it, writing about it, thinking about it, and (yes) singing about it—since she was very, very young.
